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FORUM CHAIR HONOURED

Scotland Russia Forum Chair, Meg Luckins
was recently presented with the ‘300 years of
St Petersburg’ medal at the Russian Consulate
in Edinburgh. It was presented to her by the
Consul General of the Russian Federation,
Vladimir Malygin, and was awarded in
recognition of her work in connection with
the tercentenary celebrations in St Petersburg
last year. Meg is pictures on the right with
Mr and Mrs Malygin, after the presentation of
the medal in May.

Saturday School for Russian speaking children launched in Edinburgh
A Saturday school/club for children started during the Spring: it has now closed for the summer but
will restart at the beginning of September, probably on the premises of the Orthodox Church in
Edinburgh. It meets at 11am.
The children are divided into two groups: 4-5 years and 6+. A few toddlers also attend. There are
currently about 40 families who have expressed an interest. If you are interested, contact Iulia
Kuksina 0131 476 6786, or see the website at: http://www.geocities.com/russianedinburgh

Film Club

The film club has had a successful session, and special thanks are due to Ian McGowan for his
generous hospitality. However, latterly numbers have been disappointingly small. The co-ordinator,
Natasha Black, will be happy to continue showing films, starting again in the autumn, but would be
grateful for some input from members of the Forum. To begin preparing for the autumn session,
Natasha needs to know soon how many members are interested in attending and if they have ideas
as to the type of films they would like to see: any other constructive suggestions would be welcome.

ADVANCE NOTICE for the Autumn Programme 2004

Thursday 9 September: Meg Luckins — Kyrgyzstan ‘Land of the Celestial Mountains’
Kyrgyzstan was crossed by Silk Roads centuries ago yet its mighty Tian Shan mountains, forming
the Soviet Union’s impressive border with China, helped to keep this small land impenetrable to
visitors during the Soviet period. Illustrated with slides, this lecture will focus on the rich history
and ancient hospitable cultures as well as tremendous scenic beauty and diversity of a country
opened again to the world just over a decade ago. Meg Luckins is Honorary Consul for the Kyrgyz
Republic in Scotland. 7.30pm English Speaking Union, 23 Atholl Crescent (Basement), Edinburgh.
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Full details of the Forum’s autumn programme will be in the September issue of the Newsletter, but
note the following dates for your diary: both meetings will be at 7.30pm in the Dining Room on the
first floor, Teviot Row House (Edinburgh University Students’ Union), Bristo Square, Edinburgh.
All talks £2 members and students, £4 non-members (including informal drinks afterwards).
Wednesday 27 October - Terry Wade: Using Russian Synonyms
Tuesday 23 November - Simon Franklin: Russia, Russians, Russianness and the enigmas of national
identity.

Kruzhok and Film Club
There will be a meeting at 7pm on Monday 13 Sept, at 50 Marchmont Crescent, Edinburgh to agree
2004-5 programmes for the Kruzhok and the Film Club. Please telephone 0131 662 9149 if you
plan to come — or post any suggestions for either group to Jenny Carr at that address.

Business Seminar
In March, the Forum organised a successful seminar on doing business with Russia. It was aimed
particularly at those new to doing business with Russia and was the first of its kind in Scotland.
Those attending were heard to express a hope that similar meetings could be organised in the future.

Reviewers wanted!
We have a book review in this issue: see the next item. Have any other readers enjoyed any books
about Russia recently, or seen any Russian films? Would you like to tell others about them? Please
contact the editor with any suggestions for review, or even better, with reviews themselves. Also a
new restaurant with a Russian theme (called ‘Da da da’) has opened in Shandwick Place in
Edinburgh — has anyone been there, and would they like to let us know what it was like? Contact
the Editor with suggestions or items for the Newsletter: details are at the foot of the page.

The best way to learn why you keep your fingers crossed and

what the dickens is (apart from the famous writer’s name)!
The author, a former Russian Language teacher, presents a collection of his contributions to The
Russian London Courier, the London-based newspaper which provides the local Russian
community with information about business and cultural events in the UK.
It is well-known that English is rich in idioms with native speakers keen to embellishing their
speech with so-called ‘winged words’ and sayings. As a result many foreigners find themselves
‘completely in the dark’ just because the meaning of a particular word or expression is unknown.
Moreover, since English in common with all language is in a constant process of development, even
experienced users of English can sometimes find it hard to catch exactly what is being said.
Brian Lockett’s dictionary represents the wonderful attempt to resolve this problem. Explanations
of those English words, sayings, expressions, etc. which are not commonly found in standard
dictionaries including neologisms, regionalisms, euphemisms, slang, Americanisms are represented
in the form of a well-written, entertaining and informative book.
The book contains over 2000 idioms and provides not only the translation and meaning of the
particular phraseological unit but also the etymology and origin of words, which in many cases are
quite interesting and unusual. It is also fascinating to see how the meaning and use of words has
changed over the years. Thus, the book gives a brilliant opportunity to improve English language
knowledge as well as to learn about interesting historical facts and to pick up some cultural
assumptions. Whilst this book is not the first such type of dictionary it is, definitely, the most recent
and up to date and as such it should make a very welcome and valuable addition to the library of
anyone with an interest in the English language. Yana Zykova
AHrnmiickuil A3bIk: Buepa, ceronHs u 3aBTpa (English: yesterday, today and tomorrow). bpaiian
Jlokert. — M.: Pyc. 3. — Menua, 2003. — 608 c. [Angliiski yazyk: vtchera, segodnia i zavtra. Brian
Lockett. — Moskva: “Russki Yazyk Media”, 2003. 608 s.]
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We have received an appeal for help from Brian Lockett. Could Forum members contribute any
Scottish sayings?
Hoporue npy3b4,

I have been writing a column in what is now called The Russian London Courier for about ten
years, explaining in Russian those English words, sayings, expressions, etc. which are not
commonly found in standard dictionaries. I try to describe the origins, changes of meaning over the
years and current usage of such phrases as Hobson's choice, esquire, egosurfing, AC/DC, Dutch
treat. I would like to hear from anyone (particularly a native Russian speaker) about English
phrases which puzzle or interest them, so that I can include them in my column.

Please send any suggestions directly to Brian brian.lockett2 @btopenworld.com

JAMES WYLIE: A FAMOUS SCOT REMEMBERED

James Wylie is probably much better known in Russia than in his native Scotland. An account of
the recent unveiling of a plaque at his birthplace is given below, in both its original English, and
translated into Russian. For those who know little about him: Wylie was the son of a minister, and
studied medicine at Edinburgh University. He originally went to Russia as an army doctor in 1790,
later becoming well known as a surgeon. As well as establishing a hospital, he founded the
Voenno-meditsinskii zhurnal (Journal of military medicine) and was head of the St Petersburg
Medical-Surgical Academy from 1808-1838. More details can be found on the website
http://www.3000nline.ru

On a chilly, grey afternoon on the 13 April 2004 a short ceremony took place in the Fife
town of Kincardine to celebrate the memory of one of its most distinguished sons, Sir James Wylie.
This distinguished doctor had served four heads of state of Russia - the Empress Catherine II (better
known as Catherine the Great), and the tsars Paul I, Alexander I and Nicholas I. The ceremony took
the form of unveiling a plaque on the High Street near the War Memorial, preceded by a thoughtful
and stirring address by Mrs Margaret Street, a member of the Scotland - Russia Forum. Her efforts
over a period of three years had led to the erection of the plaque by the Kincardine Community
Council. In her address, Margaret stressed the importance of remembering a Scot like Wylie both as
a mark of respect and a way of enriching the present and the future of both Kincardine and
Scotland. Mrs Barbara Neish, the great-great-great-grand niece of James Wylie, had flown in from
her home in Bermuda to attend the occasion and unveil the plaque. Presiding over the ceremony
was Community Council Convenor Eunice Ferguson, whose husband William, also a Council
member, had been a great supporter of the project. Among those attending were a number of
distinguished doctors, including Dr John Wilson of Lochmaben, a pioneer in the study of Scots
doctors in the service of Russia, and Dr Peter Semple, well known to Forum members through his
fascinating talk on Wylie in the autumn of last year.

At a lunch prior to the event, I had the pleasure of having a long conversation with Barabara
Neish about not only her famous medical forebear but also her seafaring ancestors. These were the
descendants of James’s brother, William, (James did not marry), a headmaster who earned the
family sobriquet of ‘The Domine of Dundee’. One of his daughters married a Captain James Neish
of a family of seafarers. Barbara’s great grandfather, William Wylie Neish, was born in Macao on
board his father’s ship, the Fort William, a name that was eventually to be given to the family house
in Broughty Ferry. This fine residence was later to become the Royal Tay Yacht Club. Captain
James’s brother, Thomas Neish, was the initiator of the jute trade, for which Dundee became
famous; he also had trading connections with the Baltic and was an importer of Russian goods - a
business that led to his becoming Russian Vice Consul in Dundee. These Dundee and Broughty
Ferry connections were so strong that Barbara Neish felt it appropriate that the albums and records
pertaining to all her ancestors should be lodged with the Royal Tay Yacht Club under the careful
supervision of a Captain Hamish Robertson, who had done so much to preserve one of Dundee’s
seamarks, the North Farr Lightship.

Editor: Helen Williams
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Although proud of her maritime connections, Barbara was in no doubt of the supreme
importance of James Wylie for her. His service to the Russian state read like an adventure story:
service in a high capacity in the Russian army through over 20 battles (including the Battle of
Borodino, vividly fictionalised in War and Peace); service as personal physician to the tsars
Alexander I and Nicholas I; benefactor to the Russian nation through his bequest of money for the
building of a hospital in St Petersburg, which still bears his name. Barbara felt sad that Wylie was
so much better known in Russia than in his native Scotland. In this context, one of the winners of a
student contest in Russia to get to know Scotland better would be visiting the Royal Tay Yacht Club
to view the building itself and the Neish and Wylie documents in it. Strangely enough, a second
successful contestant would be visiting another important site in Broughty Ferry - the ancestral
home of the writer, the late Eugenie Fraser, who gave talks on a couple of occasions to members of
the Forum’s predecessor organisation, the Britain-Russia Centre, on her enchanting book The House
by the Dvina.

What gave Barbara Neish immense pleasure was the interest shown by members of the

Forum in Sir James Wylie and the wonderful work carried out in the spirit of the great man by the
medical charity concerned with Russia and run by Dr Peter Semple. For Margaret Street, the
supreme organiser, the erection of the plaque in Wylie’s birthplace was simply a dream come true.
The wording on the plaque is loosely based on the suggested wording given by her to the
Kincardine Community Council. It says much, but not all:
Sir James Wylie, Bart. Born Kincardine 1768 - A pioneering medical Scot - Honoured by Russia ,
Britain, France and Prussia - Founder of the Medico-Chirurgical Academy of St Petersburg where
his generous bequest endowed a clinic - Died St Petersburg 1854. Labore et Scientia by Work and
Knowledge - Erected by Kincardine Community Council. Dairmid Gunn

I[IamMsTE O BeJIMKOM HIOTJIAHAIIC

XonogubiM macMypHbiM gHeM 13 ampens 2004 roma B ropoake Kunkapaun (Kincardine),
gyro B QDaiide, mpolmia cKpoMHasi [IEPEMOHUS, MMOCBAIICHHAS MaMSITH OJHOTO M3 MPOCIABICHHBIX
cetHOB [llotnmanmuu, Copa JIxkeiimca VYaiiim (Sir James Wylie). DToT BbIgaroutuiics TOKTOP
Tpymwics Ha Onmaro Poccun BO BpeMeHa MPAaBIICHUS YETBIPEX CaMOJEPXKIEB — MMrepaTpullsl
Exarepuns! II (Exatepuna Benwukas), mapeit [1aBna I, Anekcanapa I u Huxonas I u 6b11 n3BecTeH
TaM Kak SIkoB BacunbeBuu Buiniue.

B xome mepemonmm Ha High Street, okomo Boennoro Memopuana, OOmIecTBEHHBIM
Coserom Kunkapauna (Kincardine Community Council) Obula TOpPKECTBEHHO OTKpBITA
MEMOpHaJIbHAasl JOCKa, 4YeMYy TPEANIeCTBOBAIIO TIIYOOKOE U BOJHYOIIEe oOparieHue K
coopasmuMcss Muccuc Mapraper Ctpur (Margaret Street), ydactHuiiel Pyccko-1lloTianackoro
®dopyma. DTo OGmaromaps ee yCUIUsM MOCIEIHUX TPEX JIET YCTAaHOBJICHUE MEMOPUAIILHON JTOCKH B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB COCTOSI0Ch. B cBoel peun Mapraper ormeTuna Ba)KHOCTb COXPAHEHUS IAMATH O
TaKuX MIOTJIAHANAX KaK Yaliau, ¥ B CMBICIIC JAHWU YBAXCHUS dTUM JIIOMSAM, U JUIST IPEYMHOKCHUS
KYJIBTYPHOTO ¥ HMCTOpUYECKOro OoraTcTBa He ToNbko KuHkapauna, HO u Bcel lloTmanmwm.
Muccuc bap6apa Heiim (Barbara Neish), miemsaauna Jxelimca Yaiiau B MATOM IOKOJICHUH,
CHEIHAbHO TpUJIeTeNla Ha IEPEMOHUI0 ¢ bepMyICKH OCTPOBOB, Tlle OHA JKUBET, YTOOBI MPUHATH
y4acTHe B OTKPBITUM MaMsATHOW jJocku. IlpeacemarenbcTBoBajla Ha IEPEMOHHMHM  TJIaBa
Oo6mecrBenHoro Coera Kunkapnu HOnuc ®@eprycon (Eunice Ferguson), deid cympyr Yuubsw,
takke uieH CoBera, BHEC OTPOMHBIN BKJIAJ] B yIayHOE 3aBEPIICHUE ITPOEKTAa.

Cpenu pUCYTCTBYIOIIMX HA MEPEMOHUU ObUTM M M3BECTHBIC BpayH, B UX YUCIEC — JIOKTOP
Ixon Ywicon (John Wilson) u3 Jloxmabena (Lochmaben), mepBwiif, KTO Hadan HCCIEAOBATh
HWCTOPHUIO Bpadeu-mIOTIaH/EeB, okazaBmmuxcsi B Poccuu, u gokrop IMutep Comnn (Peter Semple),
Xopomio u3BecTHhI wieHam Popyma Onarojmaps cBoeMy Aokiany o Jlxeiimce Yailiau OCEHBIO
MPOIILJIOTO TO/a.

Bo Bpemsi mpemiiecTBOBABIIETO OTKPBITUIO JIaHYa s UM YAOBOJIBCTBHE OecelIoBaTh C
Bbap6apoii Heiimn, 1 He TOIBKO 0 cape Yaiiiin, HO TaKKe U 0 €€ JTaJICKUX MpeaKax-MOperiaBaTelsx.

Editor: Helen Williams
4



VY Opara Ixeiitmca, YuiabsiMa, padoTaBIIero JUPEKTOPOM IIKOJBI B JlaHIM 1 HOCHUBIIIETO TIPO3BHUIIE
«[ocmogs bor B Jlanmu» (‘The Domine of Dundee’), Obu10 Heckoabko aeTeit ([keitmMc He ObLI
eHart). OgHa u3 Jodepeid BhIIa 3aMyXk 32 IOTOMCTBEHHOTO MOpsika, kanuTtaHa Jlxeitmca Helimna
(James Neish). [Ipanen bap6apsl, Yunbsam VYaitnu Helim, poauncs B Makao Ha OopTy Kopabiis
«DopT YunpsaM», KOTOPbIM KOMaHJ0OBaJ €ro OTEIl U UMsI KOTOPOr'0 YHAciaeq0Bal B UTOTE UX JIOM B
Mecteuke bpotu @3ppu (Broughty Ferry), uro oxono Jlanau. DTO MeCTO Temnepb 3aHUMAET
Koponesckuii sixt-kiyd (Royal Tay Yacht Club). Bpar JIxeiimca Heiima, Tomac, opranuzoBan
TOPIOBJIIO JKYTOM, 33 CUET Yero ropoAok /lanau nmomyunst u3BecTHOCTh. Tomac Hei Takke cTosut
Yy UCTOKOB YCTaHOBJICHHSI TOPrOBBIX CBs3el ¢ banTueid m mmmopTupoBaHusi ToBapoB u3 Poccum.
3aHsTHE STUM OM3HECOM MPUBEIIO €ro K MOJYYCHHUIO NMOCTa BHIle-KoHCcyna Poccuu B Jlanu.

Cesizu ¢ lanam u bpotn ®3ppu Obu HAcTONBKO CHIIBHBI, uTO bapbOapa Heim cowra
HEOoOXOIUMBIM TIepenaTh JUYHBIH apXuB ee ceMbu KopoleBckoMy SXT-KIyOy, Ha IOINEYCHUE
kanuTaHa Xamuma PoGeprcona (Hamish Robertson), koTopslii mpoaenan OrpoOMHYIO padoTy IO
COXPAHEHHUIO OJHOT0 U3 BOAHBIX OpueHTUPOB Jlanau, miaByunii Mask North Farr.

WcnpiThIBasi TOpAOCTH 32 CBOUX IMpPEIKOB-MOPSAKOB, bapbapa BMecTe ¢ TeM He MOJBEpraer
HU MaJeillieMy COMHEHHIO BaXXHOCTh [uisd Hee JDkeiimca Yaiinu. Victopus ero >xu3Hu u paboThI B
Poccun unTaercs kak MPUKITIOUEHYECKHH pOMaH: CIy)K0a B BHICOKOM YHMHE B POCCHICKON apMuH,
ydactue B 6osee yeMm 20 cpaxxeHUsX (BKitouas bopoauHckoe, Tak ®KUBO H300pakeHHOE B «BoitHe
MHpe»), Cayk0a B KadecTBe JIMYHOTO Bpaya mapei Aunekcanapa | m Huxomas I, 3aBemanme
cOepexeHmii Ha CTPOUTENbCTBO OonbHMIBI B CaHKT-IlerepOypre, 0 cuX MOp HOCAIIEH €ro MMS.
bap6apa Ov11a oropuena Tem akrom, uro B Poccumn nmst Jlxelimca Yaitinu U3BECTHO JIydIlle, Ye€M B
ero ponnoii [lotnanauu. B aToii cBsi3u, OMH U3 oOeuTENel POCCUICKOT0 KOHKYpCa Ha Jy4Ilne
3Hanus o lllotnananu, mocetutr KoponeBckuii sxT-kny0 B JlaHau ¢ Tem, 4TOOBI YBUIIETH CBOMMH
rJ1a3aMu U 31aHUE, TJI€ KOT1a-TO KUJla CEMbs Y alilJId, U CEMENHBIN apXUB.

Bropoii mobenuTens KOHKypca OCETUT APYTYIO TOCTONpuMedaTreabHOCTh B Broughty Ferry
— nom nokoiHoi HOmxunsl @peiizep (Eugenie Fraser), mucarenpHuUIbl, KOTOpasi B CBOEH BpeMs
BbICTYNAa nepen uineHamu Ttorjga eme llentpa bpuranusa-Poccust (Britain - Russia Centre),
OpraHu3aluu-npeanecTBeHHUIBI Dopyma, ¢ pacckazoM O CBOEH BEIMKOJIEMHON KHHUTE «Jlom Ha
JBune» (The House by the Dvina).

I'pannuosnoe BreuatieHue Ha bapOapy Heim mnpossenn uwHTepec wieHoB dopyma k

muanocty Copa JlkeliMca Yaiinu, a Takke 3aMedarenbHas padoTa, IpojeliaHHas MEIUIIMHCKIM
05aroTBOpUTEILHBIM 00IIecTBOM B mosib3dy Poccum u opranmsoBanHas [lutepom Commuiom
(coBepiieHHO B ayxe ee npeakal). Jlnsg rmaBHoro opranusaropa, Mapraper CTpUT, yCTaHOBIIEHHE
MaMSATHOW JTIOCKH Ha JoMe, Tae poauics Jxerimce Yaitnm, ObUIO MPOCTO OCYIIECTBICHUEM 3aBETHOM
MeuThl. Haanuce Ha gocke, cOCTaBi€HHAas MO €€ MPEUIOKEHUI0, TOBOPUT O MHOIOM, XOTs, HE
MOJKET CKa3aTh 000 BceM:
Cop [Jocetime Vaiinu, baponem. Poouncsa ¢ Kunkapoune 6 1768 200y. Bvidarowuticss wlomaanockuti
MeOUK — ommedeH nodemuviMu 3Haxamu u Hazpadamu Poccuu, Bpumanuu, @panyuu u Ipyccuu.
Ocnosamenv Meouxo-xupypauueckou Axademuu 6 Cankm-Ilemepbypee, 20e no e2o 3agewjanuio u
Ha e2o cpedcmea Ovlia nocmpoena Kiunuyeckas oonvruya. Ymep 6 Canxkm-Ilemepoypee ¢ 1854
200y. Labore et Scientia - Tpyoom u 3uanuem. /locka ycmanogiena OOujecmeeHHbIM COBEMOM
Kunxapouna. Hopmun 'ann (mepeBoaut: SlHa 3pikoBa)

Russian language teaching in Scotland
The state of Russian language teaching in Scotland has been under public discussion recently.
Some Forum members may have noticed letters on the subject in the Scotsman: the original full
versions are given below. As mentioned in the first letter, Edinburgh MSP Mike Pringle asked a
number of questions in the Scottish Parliament about recent student numbers for Russian at both
secondary school and university level. The questions and answers are available on the Scottish
Executive website at http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/webapp/search_wa

Editor: Helen Williams
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Search on Mike Pringle + ‘Higher Education’, ‘Language Training” and ‘School Curriculum’ to see
the Questions and the Executive’s response. The detailed figures from the universities are being
collated and it is hoped that the full picture will be available in time for the September issue of this
Newsletter.

Dear Editor,

On 5 May the Scotsman wrote that Russians are now ‘“the biggest growth market in Scottish
tourism” (From Glasnost to Gleneagles - why the Russians are rushing to Scotland) and that
hoteliers are desperately trying to teach their staff to communicate in Russian.

Meanwhile two of the five remaining Scottish university departments of Russian are in the
process of closure and the subject has disappeared from the school curriculum.

On 8 May the Scottish Association of Language Teachers (SALT) held its biannual Russian
Day, an event designed for teachers to exchange practices and methods of modern language
teaching. Over 30 people got together: good attendance, enthusiastic faces, inspiring discussion. But
who are these people talking about Russian school teaching? Translators, postgraduate students,
part-time private tutors, the occasional university lecturer and one or two full-time school teachers.
Full-time on French, German or other modern languages that is, but qualified to teach Russian — and
eager to do so. Nor is there a shortage of inventive and innovative approaches to the teaching of
Russian: the Ruslan materials produced by one of Saturday’s speakers have won the DTI Languages
for Export Award.

Why then is Russian not offered in Scottish schools? There is no sinister conspiracy: the
reasons are all too familiar. Funding problems, rationalisation of teaching, optimisation of
resources... But the result is devastating. The language of one fifth of the Earth’s territory is not
available to Scottish pupils. And this is at a time when the importance and relevance of Russian is
higher than ever. Russian is not only the native language of ‘the richest man in Britain’ Roman
Abramovich and well-heeled tourists. But also of a country rich in resources, which is at last
starting to fulfil its economic potential. With Russia’s GDP rising at around 7%, rich reserves of oil
and gas, and a highly educated population it is no surprise that Scottish businesses are taking an
interest. British energy companies have led the way recently with huge investments in Russia, and
companies in that industry from the north east of Scotland are very involved in that field. Other
traditional Scottish exports are booming — Irn-Bru, whisky, woollens and tweeds, Walkers
shortbread... Other Scots companies are using Russian computer skills to outsource high tech parts
of their business.

In addition, Russian is still vital for communication with countries of the former Soviet Union,
such as the oil states of the Caspian and some Eastern European countries. Perhaps few Scottish
people are aware that 30% of population of new EU members Latvia and Estonia speak Russian,
thus giving Russian the status of an EU language!

In the depths of the Cold War in the1970s, when contact was minimal and business an uphill
struggle, a quarter of British schools had Russian on their curriculum. Why now, 10 years after
Russian society has been opened to the West, when business, social, and cultural contacts between
our countries are better than ever, has Russian has been discarded?

There is some understanding of this problem at the higher national level. The Scottish
Parliament has more than once raised awareness of the lack of language skills in Scotland and
recently Mike Pringle MSP campaigned for the support of Russian language teaching in particular.
However, these concerns somehow do not translate into action at grassroots. The relative
independence that schools have concerning choice in language provision means that there is no
national policy of language teaching. It has been established that while 30% of Europeans are
competent in at least one foreign language, only 14% of British public can claim the same skills. By
not making the human and financial investment in language learning, and by allowing languages
like Russian to slip first into the category of minority languages, and then to disappear altogether,

Editor: Helen Williams
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Scotland loses out in vital skills which translate into the loss of both business contracts and political
influence.
Yours etc.,

The shortened version was published on Monday 17 May 2004 under the heading ‘Cost of cutting
investment in language learning’, with 13 signatories: it can be found on the Scotsman website at
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/letters.cfm?id=561182004

In addition a shortened version of the letter below was published in The Scotsman on Tuesday 15
June 2004, under the heading ‘“Teaching Russian’. It can also be found on The Scotsman website at:
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/letters.cfm?id=676672004

Dear Sir,

Is Scotland to remain the only major country that is not participating in the restoration of
Russian teaching to its rightful place in the school curriculum? While the International Association
of Russian Teachers is conducting a world-wide campaign for the consolidation of Russian-
language teaching, spear-headed by the Rector of the University of St Petersburg and Liudmila
Putina, wife of the President of the Russian Federation, herself a language graduate, Scotland is
presiding over the virtual disappearance of Russian teaching from school timetables and the
dismantling of innovative Russian Departments at Heriot-Watt and Strathclyde Universities.

The economic and cultural reasons for learning Russian were laid out in the letter from
members of the Scotland-Russia Forum, published in your newspaper on 17 May 2004. To this
might be added the news, breaking on 3 June, that Russia has now passed Saudi Arabia as the
world's largest producer of crude oil and that oil produced by Russian companies such as Sibneft
now accounts for more than 10 per cent of the global output of almost 82 million barrels per day.

Meanwhile, Johnson's Russia List (22 April 2004) records a surge of interest in Russia
among American graduates. By contrast, we in Scotland are rearing a generation largely incapable
of communicating with the Russians in their own language, and we will have much to answer for.

Perhaps we could take a leaf out of Ireland's book. Russian has never been taught in the
Republic's schools, but now the Department of Education and Science has introduced Russian into
the leaving certificate. 58 pupils took the examination in 2003, and this has risen to 90 in 2004. At
present most of the candidates are the children of immigrants from the former Soviet Union or its
satellites, but it is anticipated that in due course Irish children will also take the examination, and
taster courses have started in 12 schools. The Department of Education and Science allocates 650
start-up euros to each school that introduces Russian teaching.

Can the Scottish Executive match any of this? Let us hope that it can.

Yours sincerely,

Emeritus Professor T. L. B. Wade,
Research Fellow in Russian Studies,
University of Strathclyde

Scottish Parliament’s ‘International Development Group’

commemorates the Chernobyl accident
The cross party International Development Group of the Scottish Parliament held a meeting
in April entitled Chernobyl, its legacy and an agenda for change: Case Study of Current Post-
Chernobyl Development Issues in Belarus. The speakers were Dr Alan Flowers, a physicist at
Kingston University, in Surrey, who conducts radioecology research in Belarus, and Nick
Schellenberg from Baltic Trading Ltd, Leith. They gave an overview of the legacy of Chernobyl,
development issues facing the region and the work of Scottish charities.

Editor: Helen Williams
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Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline and representatives of other charities attended the meeting
and made presentations about their work. Des McNulty, Convenor of the International
Development Group, also lodged a motion in the Parliament to commemorate the Chernobyl
accident.

What’s on
Andrei Zvyagintsev's The Return (Bo3pamenue) now showing! A father returns to his family
after years away. He takes his two sons on an exciting journey to an island. Far from a picnic. They
get a crash course in survival. This existential début film won the Golden Lion at the Venice
festival. The beautiful classical cinematography, the mysterious mood and the young actors who
steal the show with their natural acting are only some of the reasons for this award.
Edinburgh: Filmhouse, 0131 228 2688, 23-29 July, various times; UGC Fountainpark, 0871 200
2000, from 27 June. Glasgow: UGC Renfrew Street, 0871 200 2000, from 27 June. More details -
http://www.kino.com/thereturn/mainframe.html
Moscow State Circus in Scotland! Glasgow, Bellahouston Park, June 22-27; Edinburgh,
Murrayfield Coach Park, June 29-July 4; Stirling, Kings Park, July 6-8; Perth, South Inch, July 9-
11; Inverness, Bught Park, July 13-18; Elgin, Lossie Green, July 20-25; Aberdeen, Queens Links,
July 28-August 8; Dundee, Caird Park, August 10-15; St. Andrews, Station Park, August 16-18;
Kirkcaldy, Randolph Playing Fields, August 20-22; Dunfermline, Pittencrieff Park, August 24-28.
Performance times and bookings: 07030 150 150. Prices: £10 to £25 (concessions £7 to £17).
Anatolii Adoskin in Glasgow 1 August Film director Anatolii Adoskin (narodnyi artist, Mossovet
Theatre) will talk about his memories of the actress Faina Ranevskaia and show the film Daite,
daite mne Ranevskuyu. All in Russian. Strathclyde University, 1 August, 6pm.
Further information from Russia Travel (Oxana) - oxana@ruvisa.co.uk
Event for school students who might consider Slavonic studies at University Come and meet
representatives from all the Scottish universities offering Russian and other Slavonic languages in
combination with ... almost anything! As well as sample lessons, an introduction to elements of a
Slavonic Studies course and a tour of the library, other attractions include a quiz, Russian tea (from
a samovar) and cakes (from Café Cossachok), stalls, Russian Youth Choir from the Russian church
in Glasgow. All welcome — particularly S5/ S6 pupils. If you can’t get to this event but would like
information on Slavonic Studies at university, contact the university Russian Departments direct:
Edinburgh: 0131 651 1455; Glasgow: 0141 330 5418; St. Andrews: 01334 462949
Venue: Glasgow University, Hetherington Building, Rooms 5 and 12, Friday 3 September, 1-
4.30pm. Organised by Edinburgh, Glasgow and St Andrews Universities.
Sunday 12 September, 12-3pm - Children aged 5-12 Sharmanka in Glasgow have kindly invited
us to bring a group of 25-30 children aged 5-12 (and parents) to a special performance of their
kinetic sculptures and a workshop with John Blundall. No charge. John Blundall worked with
Obraztsov in Moscow and also created Parker the chauffeur in the original Thunderbirds series!
The workshop will involve making paper puppets, pop-up cards etc on a Russian theme (maybe
Pushkin's fairy tales). = Numbers are restricted so reserve your places NOW! Email
scotrussforum@blueyonder.co.uk or phone 0131 662 9149. See also www.sharmanka.co.uk
News from Sharmanka Kinetic sculpture ‘Rag-n-bone Man’ takes part at the Robot exhibition at
Callendar House in Falkirk, 22 May - September 2004. ‘Blainslie connections’ - an exhibition of
carvings by Eduard Bersudsky and drawings by Maggy Lenert-Stead at Cafe Cossachok, 10 King
Street, Glasgow; tel 0141 5530733, www.cossachok.com 6 June - 31 July 2004. Installation of
new kinetic sculpture by Eduard Bersudsky at Bloomfield Science Museum, Jerusalem. 5
December 2004. Tatyana Jakovskaya, Friends of Sharmanka, 109 Trongate, Glasgow G1 SHD.
www.sharmanka.com
Russian landscape in the age of Tolstoy. Exhibition at the National Gallery in London, 23 June —
12 September. For tickets phone 0870 906 3891 www.nationalgallery.org.uk (How about a
review for the Newsletter? Editor)
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East Hill Gallery

Specialists in 20™ Century Russian Paintings
1940’s — 1960’s

requests the pleasure of your company at

The Dundas Street Gallery
for our new exhibition of
Russian Impressionism and Russian Realism

8" to 14" August

Russian paintings of the Post-War period showing an
intimate world of both impressionist and realist images of life
in the former Soviet Union as viewed by its artists now
celebrated in the west for their fresh approach to capturing
this previously unknown Russia.

Please call 0131 558 9369 or 01424 200661 for more
information

Join us for a food and wine reception on Monday 9" August
6.30 — 9.00 pm

6a Dundas Street Edinburgh EH3 6HZ

Editor: Helen Williams
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Edinburgh Festivals
This is not an exhaustive list of events: please check programmes/websites for full details.
International Festival 0131 473 2000 www.eif.co.uk
Elisabeth Leonskaja Three recitals of Schubert sonatas and other works, from the great Georgian
pianist, acclaimed world wide for her strong, impassioned interpretations. Tuesday 17 August
11am; Friday 20 August 11am and Monday 23 August 11am. All at the Queen’s Hall.
Sergey Khachatryan (violin) and Lusine Khachatryan (piano) Works by Bach, Mozart Debussy
and Brahms. Saturday 4 September 11am, Queen’s Hall.
Fringe Festival 0131 226 0000 www.edfringe.com
After Chekhov Lively one-woman play about Chekhov’s actress wife. As Olga Knipper-Chekhova
prepares for a performance, the secrets of her unusual marriage to the far from gloomy playwright
are revealed. C Central, Carlton Hotel, North Bridge. August 6,8,10,12,14,16,18,20, 1.30pm.
Charms & Tchaikovsky Ian Ainsworth (bass-baritone) and Alan Graham (piano) explore the
theme of success and disappointment in love in the melodies of the 19™ century Russian and, for
contrast, perform substantial songs by 20" century British composers. St Andrew’s and St
George’s Church. 13 George St, August 28, 12.30pm.
Derevo — Tanya Khabarova — Reflection In her powerful solo dance, Tanya Khabarova plays
with the founding rites of humanity like an alchemist. Aurora Nova @ St Stephens, St Stephen Str.
Preview August 6, August 7-9, 11-16, 22-23, 25-30, 10.45pm.
Diary of a madman One-man show. Nikolai Gogol’s character is so immersed in his own
psychosis that he fails to realise that the whole world does not share his delusions. Through his
diary he shows us visions of his world. C, Chambers St. August 4-14, 16-30, 5.15pm.
Dias de las noches 1974. In a music hall in Buenos Aires on a blistering hot night with a coup
d’etat looming outside, two Russian immigrant actors are staging the performance of a lifetime
when things go horribly and mercilessly out of control. Aurora Nova @ St Stephens, St Stephen
Str. August 6-9, 11-16, 18-23, 25-30, 11.30am.
Mimirichi — Paper World From the Ukraine. Fast paced physical comedy, hilarious slapstick and
the biggest paper fight on the Fringe. Pod Deco. 7 Clerk St, August 4-16, 18-29 5pm.
Nikolina Play by Nabokov. Nikolina has fled the guns of war, but she can’t escape their echoes.
As old wounds heal, new wounds are inflicted. Pleasance Courtyard, 60 The Pleasance. Previews
August 4-7, August 8-9, 11-16, 18-29, 7pm.
Shostakovich  Moscow, 1969. As illness takes hold, the composer reflects on a lifetime of
oppression, fear and passion. What has his life amounted to? How will the world remember him?
The first British play about Shostakovich. C 02, Oxygen, Infirmary St. August 4-30, noon.
Young Cossacks of the Ukraine Children’s folk dancing ensemble from the. A dazzling show
suitable for all the family. C, Chambers St. August 15-21, 1.30pm
Book Festival: 0131 624 5050 www.edbookfest.co.uk
Mark Urban & Adam Zamoyski Mark Urban’s latest work on Wellington’s rifles has been called
a ‘riveting slab of derring-do and high adventure’. Adam Zamoyski looks at Napoleon’s fatal
march on Moscow in 1812. Friday 17 August, 12 noon
Richard Overy & Donald Rayfield Richard Overy compares the ways in which Stalin and Hitler
used and abused power and enthused and enslaved their own citizens; while Donald Rayfield probes
deep into the psychological make-up of Stalin. Friday 17 August, 3.30pm
Irina Denezhinka & Siddarth Dhanvant Shanghvi Irina Denezhinka reveals the new post-Soviet
world of Russian youth with black humour and energy; while The last song of dusk is a charming
and utterly seductive debut from one of India's brightest young stars. Friday 20 August, 8.30pm
Vanora Bennett & Hattie Ellis Caviar and honey. Vanora Bennett longed to taste real caviar by
the Caspian Sea; The Taste of Dreams is a rich portrait of Russia at the end of the Soviet years. In
Sweetness and Light Hattie Ellis explores the many mysteries of bees and the nectar they produce.
Monday 23 August, 11.00am
Lesley Chamberlain Motherland examines Russian thought, shows how the deep-rooted dream of
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a good and simple life metamorphosed into the excesses of communism. Lesley Chamberlain's
many explorations of Russia take us deep into the soul of that fascinating country. Tuesday 24
August, 11.00am

Film Festival 0131 228 4051 www.edfilmfest.org.uk
The Film Festival programme will be available in July: at the moment it looks as if there will be a
couple of Russian films in the programme.

Orthodox Church Services in Scotland
Aberdeen: 10 am on the following Saturdays: 10 July, 7 August, 4 September, at St Ninian’s
Episcopal Church, 696 King Street, Aberdeen.
Ardross Castle, near Alness: 10 am on the following dates: 10 July, 29 August.
Dunblane: Divine Liturgy at 11 am on Sundays, at Church of St Nicholas and St Blane, Cameron
Cottage, Laighill Loan, Dunblane, FK15 OBJ. Confessions may be heard before the Liturgy or by
appointment. Contact: Fr Alexander Williams, Arranmhor, Laighill Loan, Dunblane, FK15 0BJ,
tel. 01786 822750, email rory.williams @clara.co.uk
Dundee: 11 am on the following Saturdays: 10 July, 21 August, 25 September, at University
Chaplaincy, Cross Row, Dundee DD1 4HN.
Edinburgh: Vespers at 6.30pm on Saturday; Matins at 9 am and Holy Liturgy at 10.30am on
Sunday every week. There are also Daily Matins at 7.30am and Daily Vespers at 6.30pm. Services
are held at the Chapel of St Andrew, 2 Meadow Lane, Edinburgh EH8 9NR. See website for details
of all other services www.edinburgh-orthodox.org.uk
Fort Augustus: 11 am on Saturday 4 September, at the Oratory of the Mother of God and St
Cumein, Bunoich Brae, PH32 4 DG, tel: 01320 366457.
Glasgow: 11 am on the first Saturday of the month, in the University of Strathclyde Chaplaincy
Centre, John Street, Glasgow (red church behind Glasgow College of Building and Printing,
opposite the College of Commerce). Times for confession must be arranged in advance with Fr
Alexander Williams (Tel: 01786 822750; rory.williams@clara.co.uk). Churchwarden: Sergei
Sokolovski: tel. 0141-334 5668; s.sokolovski@bio.gla.ac.uk Music classes for children are
attached to the church - the children sing in the church choir and serve during worship: contact
Svetlana Zvereva: zvereva@rambler.ru
Inverness: 11 am on Saturday 31 July, at St Michael and All Angels’ Episcopal Church, Abban
Street, Inverness.
Perth: 10.30 am on Saturday 31 July, at St John’s Kirk, near City Hall, Perth.
St Andrews: 10.30 am on the following Saturdays: 14 July, 28 August, 18 September, at St
Leonard’s Chapel, The Pends, St Andrews.

Notices
Wanted - Russian conversation in Edinburgh. A new member wants to brush up her Russian
and is looking for a friendly Russian to meet for coffee in Edinburgh on a regular basis. Will pay
for these informal ‘lessons’ (and the coffee!). Please contact the Secretary: (0131 662 9149)
scotrussforum @blueyonder.co.uk
New Edinburgh second-hand bookshop would welcome Russian books ‘Pickering's Books’ has
just opened in Buccleuch St (premises of former McFeelys) and is keen to augment its Russian
section - so if you have any books to sell try them! It would be nice to have a good source of
Russian books in central Edinburgh. Contact: Stephanie Pickering, 0131 662 8570
Translators wanted: Czech, Latvian OR Russian Mitchell’s Chickens need an induction booklet
of around 5,000 words, plus 16 sets of work instructions of about 150 or possibly 200 words each
translated for the benefit of their immigrant Czech and Latvian workers, who understand Russian.
Contact Shona McKay stating the rate you charge. smckay@mitchellschickens.com or
smckay @mitchell-chicken.demon.co.uk or (please try both). Please also let Irene McGrath know
IMMcGrath@dundeehigh.dundeecity.sch.uk
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Chernobyl Childline Chernobyl Childline
groups throughout the UK welcome children
from Belorus to their homes to give them
respite from the effects of the Chernobyl
explosion. The Edinburgh group has children
visiting at the moment and have asked if we
can provide extra interpreting help. They also
say anyone is welcome to join them at
picnics! For details please contact Norma
0131 317 1978 or Martyn 0131 334 3538

Russian food from Sheffield - domashnaia
kolbasa, kasha, Baltika beer etc. From the
publishers of the bilingual newspaper Russian

Outpost — an online Russian shop!
http://www.berezka.org.uk/shop/customer/ho
me.php

Direct flights Transaero have a weekly flight
between Moscow Domodedovo International
Airport and Edinburgh. Flights leave
Edinburgh on Wednesdays at 13:00 and arrive
in Moscow at 19:55. Flights depart Moscow
at 11.00 and arrive in Edinburgh at 12.00.
Contact your local travel agent or call
Transaero Airlines’ Reservations on: 0870
850 7767 (Fax: 0870 240 2208) Mon-Fri
9am-5pm.

AT PORT BANNATYNE

145 03¢
ROl

REAL ALES REAL FOOD B&B
01700 505073

N ruUSSLANI
pyccKkud a3bik!

GCSE and AS/A Level courses
After school classes in Edinburgh
3 hours tuition a week

Suitable for 52-56

*® & oo o

Details from:

Jenny Carr

50 Marchmont Cres, Edinburgh EH9

1HE 0131662 9149
russianlessons@blueyonder.co.uk
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